
United Methodist Women's Legisla,tlve Agenda 2A15

T'here are mare than 100,000 members of United Method.ist Wamen in Texas. At their annual
legislative conferenee, UMW members from all six af Texas' United Methodist Annual

Conferences adopt a cr,nsensus legklative agenda reflecting their priority legislative concerns.
United Methodist Wamen was establhhed in 1865. United Methodist l{omen place particular

enphasis on issuq impacting the well-being of women, children and yotth.

Texns United Methodist Women nffirm the dedication of every member of t*e Texas Legislature We thanh yoa for
yorr'r service to oar stalc and we lookforttard la thcnhing youfor your good wor* in the 84th lcgislative session. We
particul.arly look lorward to than*ing yon for your a.ctbn on the following issues, which we beliew an cmcial to
oer stale's wellbeing:

I'balthy Texas
tffe urge the Legislature to advance policies for affordable healthcare, including rnenlal health and preventive health
services, for the broadest possible number of Texans. This should include providing affordable insurance for working
Texans, and expanding Medicaid and other existing low-income programs. We affirm our particular and historic
consem for the health of women and children. We commend to lawmakers the role that social deterrninants, especially
access to affordable, healthy food and family financial stsbility, play in health, and call on lawmakers to consider
comprehensive health solutions.

Ouality Education
The Legislature should affrm its constitutional obligation to provide high quatity public education for the benefit of all
children in our state. Critical legislative actions include restoring all cuts made in the last decade, providing state
frrnding for enrollment growth, increasing teacher compensation to competitive lwels, and providing fullday pre-
kindergarten in all school districts. We shongly reaffrm our historic opposition to any movement toward allowing the
flow cf public money to private schools, including the establishment of any voucher programs.

Living Water
We urge lawmakers to prioritize our state's warcr infrastructure investments around the primary principle of fair access
to clean water for all Texans, and to take sfong action to protoct Texans from potential threats to the air, land and
water that we rely on to live. We affrm the inherent worth of all creation and call on lawmakers to protect all of
Texas' natural resources.

Humane lmmigration
We advocate for fair, humane policies toward immigralts in Texas, including access to necessary state perrrits
(includiag drivers permits) and regulatory structurBs to live and work and be educated in our state. We iusist that state
officials r€spect the appropriate boundaries offederal aad state responsibility concerning our national border secruity.

Griminal Justice
We call on legislators to guarantee fair treatment for all Texans caught up in the state's criminal justice systern, from
arest to re'enty. We have particular conoems about the grand jury process, and we urge lawmaken to lift restrictions
on SNAP and other important benefits for former dnrg felons.

For morc information ebout Uniud Mahodist Womea ia Tw,s or this legislativc ogcnda, contact sny olthclollowing UMIV
Social Action Coordinators;
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Elizabeth Jimenez
rtose Watson
Betlt *Teems Pirtle
Barbara Tfurn'
Krystal,Scoff- West
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254-6244685 Central Texas Annual Conference
915.241.9720 .rYen, Mexico Annual Conference
956.242.2185 Rio Texas Annual Conference
94A.482.6744 Narth lneras Annual Conference
972.243.7353 North Texas Annual Conference
325-569-1 I I7 Northwest TX Annual Conference
409-365-7078 Texas Annual Conference


